
DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

Recreational and Commercial Fisheries Closure  

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 

49:953 of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under the 

authority of R.S. 56:6.1, the Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission hereby closes all commercial fishing, effective 

immediately January 5, 2012 in the following areas:  

Those waters north of 28 degrees 56 minutes 30 seconds 

north latitude and south of 28 degrees 59 minutes 30 seconds 

north latitude from the eastern shore of Southwest Pass of 

the Mississippi River eastward to a line beginning at 28 

degrees 59 minutes 30 seconds north latitude and 89 degrees 

19 minutes 50 seconds west longitude and ending at 28 

degrees 56 minutes 30 seconds north latitude and 89 degrees 

23 minutes 00 seconds west longitude, and those waters 

north of 29 degrees 02 minutes 00 seconds north latitude and 

south of 29 degrees 02 minutes 20 seconds north latitude 

from the western shore of South Pass of the Mississippi 

River westward to 89 degrees 15 minutes 25 seconds west 

longitude, and those waters north of 28 degrees 59 minutes 

40 seconds north latitude and south of 29 degrees 02 minutes 

00 seconds north latitude from the western shore of South 

Pass of the Mississippi River westward to 89 degrees 15 

minutes 25 seconds west longitude and southeastward along 

a line beginning at 29 degrees 02 minutes 00 seconds north 

latitude and 89 degrees 15 minutes 25 seconds west 

longitude and ending at 28 degrees 59 minutes 40 seconds 

north latitude and 89 degrees 10 minutes 15 seconds west 

longitude, and those waters west of the western shore of 

South Pass of the Mississippi River south of 28 degrees 59 

minutes 40 seconds north latitude bounded by the following 

coordinates: 1) 28 degrees 59 minutes 15 seconds north 

latitude and 89 degrees 08 minutes 15 seconds west 

longitude, 2) 28 degrees 58 minutes 20 seconds north 

latitude and 89 degrees 10 minutes 00 seconds west 

longitude, 3) 28 degrees 59 minutes 01 seconds north 

latitude and 89 degrees 11 minutes 00 seconds west 

longitude, 4) 28 degrees 59 minutes 40 seconds north 

latitude and 89 degrees 10 minutes 15 seconds west 

longitude, and those waters east of the eastern shore of South 

Pass of the Mississippi River and south of 29 degrees 01 

minutes 50 seconds north latitude eastward to a line 

beginning at 29 degrees 01 minutes 50 seconds north latitude 

and 89 degrees 07 minutes 20 seconds west longitude and 

ending at 28 degrees 59 minutes 35 seconds north latitude 

and 89 degrees 08 minutes 00 seconds west longitude, and 

those waters adjacent to but not including Northeast Pass 

and Southeast Pass of the Mississippi River and bounded by 

the following coordinates: 1) 29 degrees 08 minutes 35 

seconds north latitude and 89 degrees 04 minutes 20 seconds 

west longitude, 2) 29 degrees 08 minutes 15 seconds north 

latitude and 89 degrees 02 minutes 10 seconds west 

longitude, 3) 29 degrees 04 minutes 50 seconds north 

latitude and 89 degrees 04 minutes 10 seconds west 

longitude, 4) 29 degrees 05 minutes 30 seconds north 

latitude and 89 degrees 05 minutes 10 seconds west 

longitude, and those waters south and west of Pass a Loutre 

of the Mississippi River and east of 89 degrees 05 minutes 

35 seconds west longitude bounded by the following 

coordinates: 1) 29 degrees 11 minutes 25 seconds north 

latitude and 89 degrees 03 minutes 30 seconds west 

longitude, 2) 29 degrees 11 minutes 00 seconds north 

latitude and 89 degrees 02 minutes 25 seconds west 

longitude, 3) 29 degrees 09 minutes 00 seconds north 

latitude and 89 degrees 05 minutes 35 seconds west 

longitude, 4) 29 degrees 11 minutes 00 seconds north 

latitude and 89 degrees 05 minutes 35 seconds west 

longitude, and those waters south of North Pass of the 

Mississippi River bounded by the following coordinates: 1) 

29 degrees 11 minutes 35 seconds north latitude and 89 

degrees 02 minutes 55 seconds west longitude, 2) 29 degrees 

12 minutes 35 seconds north latitude and 89 degrees 01 

minutes 05 seconds west longitude, 3) 29 degrees 11 minutes 

35 seconds north latitude and 89 degrees 01 minutes 10 

seconds west longitude, 4) 29 degrees 11 minutes 10 seconds 

north latitude and 89 degrees 02 minutes 00 seconds west 

longitude, and those state inside and outside waters adjacent 

to Grand Terre Island bounded by the following coordinates: 

1) 29 degrees 18 minutes 20 seconds north latitude and 89 

degrees 54 minutes 50 seconds west longitude, 2) 29 degrees 

17 minutes 10 seconds north latitude and 89 degrees 53 

minutes 50 seconds west longitude, 3) 29 degrees 15 

minutes 40 seconds north latitude and 89 degrees 56 minutes 

00 seconds west longitude, 4) 29 degrees 17 minutes 00 

seconds north latitude and 89 degrees 57 minutes 20 seconds 

west longitude, and those state inside waters in the upper 

Barataria Basin north of 29 degrees 26 minutes 00 seconds 

north latitude and south of 29 degrees 29 minutes 00 seconds 

north latitude from 89 degrees 50 minutes 00 seconds west 

longitude westward to 89 degrees 57 minutes 00 seconds 

west longitude. 

Recreational fishing is open in all state inside and outside 

territorial waters, except in the following areas, where only 

recreational angling and charter boat angling is allowed: 

those state inside and outside waters adjacent to Grand Terre 

Island bounded by the following coordinates: 1) 29 degrees 

18 minutes 20 seconds north latitude and 89 degrees 54 

minutes 50 seconds west longitude, 2) 29 degrees 17 

minutes 10 seconds north latitude and 89 degrees 53 minutes 

50 seconds west longitude, 3) 29 degrees 15 minutes 40 

seconds north latitude and 89 degrees 56 minutes 00 seconds 

west longitude, 4) 29 degrees 17 minutes 00 seconds north 

latitude and 89 degrees 57 minutes 20 seconds west 

longitude, and those state inside waters in the upper 

Barataria Basin north of 29 degrees 26 minutes 00 seconds 

north latitude and south of 29 degrees 29 minutes 00 seconds 

north latitude from 89 degrees 50 minutes 00 seconds west 

longitude westward to 89 degrees 57 minutes 00 seconds 

west longitude. 

The Deepwater Horizon drilling rig accident has resulted 

in a significant release of hydrocarbon pollutants into the 

waters offshore of southeast Louisiana and these pollutants 

have the potential to impact fish and other aquatic life in 

portions of these coastal waters. Efforts have been made and 

are continuing to be made to minimize the potential threats 

to fish and other aquatic life.  

The Commission hereby grants authority to the Secretary 

of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to open, close, 

reopen-reclose, broaden or otherwise modify the areas 

closed and opened to fishing if biological, environmental 

and technical data indicate the need to do so, or as needed to 

effectively implement the provisions herein upon 



notification to the Chairman of the Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission. 

 

Stephen W. Sagrera 

Chairman 
1201#027 


